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NEBRASKA, university of, a coeduca-
tional state university, founded at Lincoln
in 1869 and opened in 1871. The university
comprises colleges of agriculture, arts and
sciences, law, medicine (situated at Omaha),
business administration, dentistry, engineer-
ing, education, pharmacy, a graduate college;
schools of nursing (at Omaha), music, jour-
nalism and a summer school. The forty build-
ings and other property of the university are
valued at about $11,700,000. Agricultural
experimental work is conducted at Union,
North Platte, Scottsbluff, Alliance and Val-
entine. The secondary school of agriculture
is situated at Curtis. The annual enrolment
of students is about 8,500,
NEBUCHADNEZZAR, neb u had nez'ttur,,
king of Babylon from 605 to 561 B. o., was
the son of Nabopolassar. He checked an
Egyptian invasion under Necho in 605, drove
the invaders back into Egypt and subjugated
the intervening region, Syria and Palestine,
carrying to Babylon the sacred vessels of the
Temple of Jerusalem and the chief Jews into
captivity. When these countries revolted in
586 he returned, destroyed Jerusalem and
carried 4,000 Jews into captivity. Near the
end of his reign he invaded Egypt. During
the peaceful years of his rule he rebuilt in a
magnificent manner Babylon and many of the
other cities of his empire, and constructed
vast temples, aqueducts and palaces. Several
inscriptions relating to his reign have been
found recently.
NEB'ULA, in astronomy, one of the
luminous cloudlike masses visible on very
clear nights. About ten thousand are known.
The spectroscope has shown that, while a
large number of nebulae are composed of
star clusters, others are made up either wholly
or in. part of masses of incandescent gas.
Two of the nebulae are visible without a
telescope, one in the constellation of Orion,
the other in Andromeda. The latter which is
the smaller, consists of an oval mass sur-
rounded with several broken oval rings. The
Orion nebula is more irregular in shape and
contains a number of stars. Both nebulae
are of gigantic size; according to* the latest
theories each is a universe in process of
forming out of the plastic substance and
gaseous material composing it.
NEBULAE HYPOTHESIS, a famous
theory advanced by Kant and Laplace and
developed by Sir William Herschel, which
attempts to explain the movements and re-
 lations of the celestial bodies. According t(
this hypothesis, the material composing th<
solar system was originally a rotating anc
revolving mass of intensely-hot gaseous mat-
ter, that, owing to the action of gravity,
gradually assumed a spherical form. As the
mass cooled and contracted its outermost
parts became separated from the main mass
and were swept by gravity into a sort of
equatorial ring. This ring, continuing the
motion of the parent mass, in time was brok-
en and untimately the matter composing it
was gathered into a revolving and rotating
sphere. As the central mass kept on cooling,
other rings were successively thrown off, and
in time the solar system was evolved. The
nebular hypothesis has been superseded by
the planetesimal hypothesis (see geology,
subhead Planetesimal Hypothesis).
NECKEB, nakai'/, jacques (1732-1804),
a French statesman and financier. At the
age of eighteen he became a clerk in a Paris
banking house, and in course of time ac-
cumulated a large fortune as a banker. In
1777 he was made director-general of fi-
nances. Official corruption under the preced-
ing reign had caused a large deficit, to which
the American war made great additions.
Necker endeavored to meet the exigency by
loans and reforms, and above all, to fund the
French debt and establish annuities under the
guarantee of the State. His suppression of
abuses made enemies at court, and he re-
signed and retired to Switzerland. The er-
rors of Calonne, his successor, as minister
of finance, occasioned Keeker's recall, in 1788.
In 1789 the advisers of the king succeeded in
inducing him to dismiss and banish Necker.
No sooner was his removal known than all
Paris was in a ferment. The Bastille was
stormed, and the king found himself com-
pelled to recall the banished minister, Keek-
er's first object was to restore peace and se-
cure safety of person and property. But he
was not equal to the political, or even the
financial, crisis, and he resigned in Septem-
ber, 1790. Keeker's daughter was the fa-
mous Madame de Stael.
NECROMANCY, nek'ro man si, sometimes
called the Black Art, is a form of divination
in which the dead are supposed to answer
questions concerning the future. Necro-
mancy originated in the East and is one of the
most ancient superstitions. It was practiced
by the Greeks, and the works of Homer and
other early Greek writers contain frequeaat

